Outdoor Burning Banned: Chimineas Can't Be Used In Yards In Burnaby
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The Burnaby fire department is reminding residents that open-air fires are illegal in the city, which includes popular outdoor fireplaces.

The ban has been in place for years, but confusion arises as each municipality has different bylaws and outdoor fireplaces are sold freely in the city, said assistant fire prevention chief Dan Kilpatrick.

"You can buy it, but you can't use it in Burnaby," Kilpatrick said about the outdoor fireplaces, known as chimineas. "The bylaw doesn't allow open-air burning unless it's (a barbecue) for food."

Kilpatrick explained the ban was put in due to the amount of pollution open-air burning produces, which is why wood-burning fireplaces can no longer be found in new homes.

The fire department receives only a few complaints a month, but that doesn't mean everyone is complying with the bylaw.

"We receive on average two to three a month, but a lot of people don't report it," Kilpatrick said.

"When it is reported, we send an engine out there and our members go to the house, into the backyard and inform the people about the bylaw. They have to extinguish the fire in front of us, or we'll put it out."

He added most people are just not aware of the bylaw, and if a person is belligerent, the RCMP would respond.

