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The Great Okanagan Wood Stove Change Out Program returns March 1for its sixth annual four-week run. 

The wood stove change out program gives consumers with older inefficient wood stoves the opportunity to replace them, at a 15 per cent discount, with new EPA/CSA emission-approved wood, gas, pellet or electric appliances. 

Customers purchasing pellet, electric or gas inserts for open- hearth fireplaces receive the same discount. 

Cash rebates offered by participating manufacturers, distributors and retailers range from $100 to $450. 

Consumers receive the rebate when they surrender their old stove for recycling. No trade-in is required when purchasing an open- hearth fireplace insert. 

The past five wood stove change out programs have seen a total of 673 old wood stoves traded in for new cleaner burning EPA emission- approved appliances, which has meant a reduction of smoke particulate of approximately 33 tonnes per year. 

A wood stove change out program has been identified by Okanagan Valley air quality and health officials as a way to quickly move cleaner and more fuel-efficient stoves into local households. 

Approximately 21 per cent of Okanagan homes (21,654 residences) have an indoor burning appliance; 86 per cent are inefficient conventional wood stoves or masonry fireplaces. 

These wood burning appliances release approximately 650 tonnes of smoke particulate into the Okanagan Valley air each year. 

"Wood stove smoke is a major contributor to poor air quality," said Corey Davis, regional air quality coordinator. 

"New certified stoves burn one-third less wood and reduce smoke by up to 90 per cent compared with inefficient old style stoves." 

To learn more about new technology wood stoves and the Change Out Program attend a free wood stove workshop and showcase on Thursday, March 16 at 7 p.m. at Kelowna City Hall (1435 Water Street).  

The one-hour workshop will provide expert advice on installation safety, firewood and wood heat options, system maintenance and locating a chimney. 

Learn why creating smoke is a sign that you may be operating your appliance improperly and creating a safety hazard for yourself and others. 

 The wood stove change out program is a limited time offer, which ends March 31. 

For more information and program details visit www.regionaldistrict or www.kelowna.ca. 

You may also contact Davis at 469-8984. 

 The wood stove change out is a clean air program of the Central, North and Okanagan-Similkameen regional districts. 
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